HUMP-BACK RAILWAY BRIDGE BETWEEN BARTON AND HASLINGFIELD
This article will primarily be of interest to residents of Barton, but I am putting it in the Coton, Grantchester and Madingley Magazines as well, as it shows what popular opinion can achieve – and is perhaps a good example of “localism”.  The University and County Council are to be thanked for listening to local opinion.
The University owns the hump-back bridge over the old railway line between Barton and Haslingfield, near the radio telescopes (to be technical, the County Council owns the top layer of tarmac, as it is responsible for highways, and the University owns everything underneath).

The bridge is in need of repair.  The University suggested two options to Barton Parish Council: (a) to undertake repairs to the bridge, whilst maintaining the existing ‘hump-back’ profile; or (b) to substantially flatten the approach slopes and effectively create a slightly-raised level crossing.  The University kindly attended an open meeting arranged by Barton Parish Council, at which it became clear that the majority of local opinion preferred option (a), principally to preserve the important wildlife and ecology on the approach slopes.  The University listened to the views, and kindly agreed to follow local opinion.

Meanwhile, the County Council Highways Department (which had also attended the open meeting) initially thought that new crash barriers would be needed each side of the road on the approach slopes.  Local opinion was against this, partly as it would involve clearing away many of the trees and bushes on either side of the road, and partly because many people thought it would be less safe, as it would hinder walkers or cyclists swerving out of the way of cars, if they needed to.  After further consideration, the County Council has agreed that these barriers are not required, but has advised that there should be new signs warning that the road narrows, and new reflective bollards on both sides of the road up the slopes to emphasise this fact.

The University tells me that work could start in November subject to consultations with the contractor (who is yet to be appointed) and favourable weather conditions.  A new concrete “box culvert” (essentially a massive hollow square box) will be slid under the existing road deck surface.  It is hoped that most of the work can be done without closing the road, however there may be times when the road will have to be closed for reasons of health and safety whilst specific stages in the contract are carried out.  It is hoped that these will only be for a short time, and the intention will be to try and keep these to a minimum.
The University advises that this work will bring the bridge up to the national standard of a 40 tonnes load.  It says that the work has a design life of 120 years, and should not need any further major repair works for about 40 years.
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