Celebrating the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, June 2012

There was a planning meeting on 4 July to discuss ideas about celebrating the Queen's Diamond Jubilee in June 2012. Since everybody was keen to get the whole village involved, here's a summary of the meeting which I'm sending to social groups, organisations around the village that I know of and have got email addresses for – please feel free to forward this to others who I've missed and who may be interested. 

A planning committee has been formed (I'm secretary); initial meeting is on 25 July in the pavilion. There'll be a report in the parish magazine and people will be invited to send in any ideas via the village website or a suggestion box in Conkers, but since the first meeting will be before the magazine comes out, do email me if you have suggestions, opinions, want to get involved or want to see something particular done. Anne Coulson is the chair of the committee, so you can contact her, too. anne.coulson@onetel.com
There were many useful and fun suggestions – too many to fit into one day. To accommodate everybody, events and attractions might be put on by different organisations and on different days and at different times of day so that there really is something for everyone to enjoy. 
Effectively, the Jubilee falls on a very long weekend and, if you start at Friday night (1 June) goes over five days, as Monday 4th and Tuesday 5th are Bank Holidays.
The meeting favoured a main focal event, held on the Leys and involving a marquee, and the installation of a permanent commemorative structure of some sort, with a general theme of diamonds.

Preference at the meeting for the Leys venue were traditional and family-centred daytime events.

Suggestions: sports day with sack races and the like, fancy dress competition, children's pet show (which is no longer allowed on the school grounds for health and safety reasons); bring and share lunch in the marquee; bring your own gazebo and picnic; afternoon tea served from the pavilion; Morris Men, maypole, music, games and competitions, a show by the drama group(s).

Opinions and additional suggestions are welcome. For example, since the marquee is there for the whole day, should we make use of it in the evening – possibly a ticketed event to help pay for the hire? [For reference, the marquee being considered is the one hired from Simpers for the  Village Day; this costs £1200 for one day – they put it up on Friday evening and take it down on Sunday morning.]

Open Village: clubs, associations, the churches, the farms, the school and playgroup, the scouts, cubs, pubs and businesses, may like to put on events and attractions all around the village so we can stroll around among them. Some groups have their own marquees and it might be a good idea to use these if the weather is similar to this year's. Saturday may be a good day for this, as there may also be a fete held at the church on Saturday.

People can put on what they like, but it's probably best to co-ordinate activities to get maximum effect.

Street party for the little ones (possibly on the soon-to-be resurfaced car park by the village hall). Giving the children commemorative mugs or some such, seemed a very popular idea.

A big screen showing the national TV coverage which people could enjoy together, perhaps with canapés (or Twiglets!) and drinks. Possibly arranged around the concert from Buckingham Palace on Monday 4 June? Jubilee cocktail, anyone? 

The day for the main event isn't fixed yet as we're investigating what else is happening on which days (eg events in London, such as the Boris flotilla on the Thames on Sunday 3 June). We don't have to co-ordinate with national events.

http://www.london.gov.uk/media/press_releases_mayoral/thames-host-diamond-jubilee-largest-flotilla-modern-times
There's a national plan for beacons to be lit up and down the country; we're not part of the plan, but we could light our own beacon and have fireworks, hog roast, beer tent etc. This would obviously be an evening event and could be any night, but the official beacon lighting is also on Sunday 3 June, and will be done as an 'anchor-chain', with each being lit as they are seen from one to another. There are over 2000 official beacons in the chain and the Queen will light the last one (possibly on The Mall). Not sure of the timing yet.

http://www.royal.gov.uk/LatestNewsandDiary/Pressreleases/2011/AnnouncementofplansforthecentralDiamondJubileeweek.aspx
As you can see from the Monarchy website, the Queen is at Epsom on Saturday, where she's hoping to run her best-ever chance of a Derby winner, Carlton House. There's a Big Jubilee Lunch on the Sunday; a televised concert from Buckingham Palace on the Monday, and a carriage procession and thanksgiving at St Paul's on the Tuesday.

There were several suggestions for a permanent commemorative structure; the most significant is a very attractive brick and oak bus shelter on the triangle by the pond (designed and to be built/contracted by John Boocock, who also has an anonymous donor to pay for it!); other ideas were benches with dedication plaques by the new pavilion overlooking the bowls green and something else which escapes me.

There may be some fundraising, particularly for the big marquee, such as parties, treasure maps, a diamond/Royal quiz, but it's also possible that events held on the day could retrospectively cover costs.

A peal of bells would be highly appropriate and personally, I'd like to see the village covered in bunting, but I know it's not to everybody's taste!

Lorraine Mooney

Secretary, Jubilee planning committee
