STOP PRESS   Speed Review A603         
South Cambridgeshire Traffic Management Area Joint Committee. 
Margaret, Patrick, Fiona and Francis attended the meeting at Cambourne. We received a very encouraging response from members of the committee who stated that they had been impressed by the quality of argument of the many Emails and letters received; the petitions were also read out and we were given the opportunity to present our case. A number of councillors had deliberately driven the route; one even had a spreadsheet of all the responses she had received. All SCDC and County Councillors who spoke were very supportive. We were dealt with in a most professional way.  These are still early days, with lots of lobbying to go on behind the scenes, because matters have to be discussed by the County Council Cabinet.
 
The Joint Committee voted unanimously on 17th January to recommend to Cabinet:
1.  links 18-19:       from M11 to the Wallis bend - a reduction to 40mph    (it was clear that they would not go as low as 30mph); 

2.  link 17:              lay-by bend to Haslingfield Road – a reduction to 30mph; 

3.  links 15-16:        out towards Lord’s Bridge – a reduction to 50mph.
We must be VERY CLEAR and AVOID any premature celebration: these are merely three separate “recommendations” to the final decision-making body, and it is possible that one or more of these three recommendations are not carried through.  The next stage will involve less local and emotional argument, and focus more on the technical aspects of highways management, road specifications, police views on enforcement, budget constraints etc.  We may need to ask residents to lobby again when the time comes.  However, we can give ourselves a modest pat on the back nevertheless for having passed this initial hurdle!
 

Thank you for your many efforts, letters, Emails, petitions and protests to support the case for a reduction of speed limits along the A603.  A wholehearted effort by the village, the school, Grantchester parents, Fiona Whelan and Francis Burkitt. It was so much appreciated.
